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Princeton University Press, United States, 2009. Paperback.
Book Condition: New. 234 x 155 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. This is a sweeping and provocative work of
aesthetic theory: a trenchant critique of the philosophy of art
as it developed from the eighteenth century to the early
twentieth century, combined with a carefully reasoned plea for
a new and more flexible approach to art. Jean-Marie
Schaeffer, one of France s leading aestheticians, explores the
writings of Kant, Schlegel, Novalis, Hegel, Schopenhauer,
Nietzsche, and Heidegger to show that these diverse thinkers
shared a common approach to art, which he calls the
speculative theory. According to this theory, art offers a special
kind of intuitive, quasi-mystical knowledge, radically different
from the rational knowledge acquired by science. This view
encouraged theorists to consider artistic geniuses the high-
priests of humanity, creators of works that reveal the invisible
essence of the world. Philosophers came to regard
inexpressibility as the aim of art, refused to consider second-
tier creations genuine art, and helped to create conditions in
which the genius was expected to shock, puzzle, and mystify
the public. Schaeffer shows that this speculative theory helped
give birth to romanticism, modernism, and the avant-garde,
and paved...
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R eviews

This ebook will not be simple to start on looking at but really enjoyable to read. It is one of the most awesome book we
have study. Your life span is going to be transform when you complete looking over this pdf.
-- K a yla  Gutkowski    

If you need to adding benefit, a must buy book. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I am
happy to inform you that this is the best book i have read through during my own lifestyle and can be he best
publication for at any time.
-- Mr s. Phoebe Schim m el     
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