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stature to make sure that, where important decisions are being made, a champion for womens issues will be in
the room. We must confront the imbalances in opportunity and status between men and women. The Nobel
Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen estimated, back in 1990, that more than 100 million women were missing
from the planet due to sex-selective abortions and female infanticide. This included more than 40 million in
China and 35 million in India. Distorted gender balances fuel trafficking, abductions, forced marriages, and
disaffection among young men who cant get married and raise families. By contrast, countries that value and
empower women and girls are more economically successful and peaceful. And it turns out that championing
these values is also an extremely effective and cost-efficient way to advance Americas foreign-assistance goals,
including alleviating poverty, improving health care, educating children, and developing economies. So | look
forward today to hearing from our two sets of distinguished panelists on the current status of women
internationally, as well as the Presidents efforts to link womens security into our overall foreign policy. Im
especially interested in hearing what more needs to be done to integrate womens empowerment into our large-
scale assistance programs and to ensure that we give women a voice in so many countries, where today they
are silenced. Before | introduce our first panel, let me submit, for the record, statements by my colleagues,
Senator Lugar, Senator Feingold, and Senator Dodd, all of whom wanted to be officially part of the record
today, but who couldnt be here, and Senator Durbin, who has been a strong voice on...
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