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ABOUT THE AUTHOR ... by Samuel Hopkins Adams Hamilton College graduates have the habit of keeping an
attentive eye upon their fellow alumni. Thus, although he graduated eighteen years after me, | knew of Alex
Osborn long before he had any inkling of my interest. There was another Alex in that able class of 1909, Alex
antler Woollcott, whom | had sponsored into a newspaper job upon his graduation. Only a few years thereafter
he was a notable in the newspaper and theatre worlds. About the time of his early success, we met at the home
of Laurette Taylor, where one met everybody. Aleck buttonholed me What do you know about my classmate
Alex Osborn Nothing | answered. Weil, youd better. Why What am | supposed to do about this Osborn Nothing,
Nobody has to do anything about him. Hell do it, himself AH right | said. Tm open to conviction. What is he
doing Aleck was a bit vague about that. His friend and class mate had been teacher, reporter, had taken a shot
at maga zine writing, had touched upon banking and a few other lines, and was something in factory
management. It isnt what hes doing its what he fe Woollcott insisted. When the subject next came up between
us, Alex Osborn was well on his way to becoming head of the great advertis ing firm of Batten, Barton, Durstine
and Osbom, and | had come to know and admire him personally as one of the most versatile, vigorous, and
provocative minds among my wide range of acquaintances, His classmate recalled to...
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