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***** Operational leadership can have a significantimpact on
the outcome of any operation or campaign and may often be
the determining factor in the end result, irrespective of who
holds the advantage. To illustrate this point this studies and
analyzes the operational leadership of the opposing
commanders at the Battle of Midway. By comparing Admiral
Yamamoto s and Admiral Nimitz application of the principles
of war, it demonstrates the significant impact of their
operational leadership on the outcome of the Battle of Midway.
Nimitz clear vision, courage, and confidence in himself and his
subordinates as well as his sound application of the principles
of war overcame the overwhelming numerical and qualitative
superiority of Yamamoto s Combined Fleet. Effective leadership
is as significant in today s technologically advanced
environment as it was during the World War II. The types of
operational leadership challenges faced by Nimitz and
Yamamoto must be faced by today s leaders, who must also
carry the responsibility for ensuring the continued
development of these elements of sound leadership in the
operational leaders...
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